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Hello Families,
Have you ever considered what a “situation equation” is?  While at Cedarhome
Elementary this week I watched a gifted teacher talk with students about this concept. If
you can see the image to the right, a situation equation is “an equation written to
represent a literal translation of a word problem. It shows the structure of the information
in the problem.”

As I listened to the class discussion, they began to discover some word problems
containing non-essential or distracting information. Some information held no meaning
and other times unnecessary information drew the learner away from the important facts
needed to solve the problem. Have you ever experienced this? Are there things in our
lives that are distracting or non-essential that take us away from meeting our goals or
solving problems? I would wager to say that we have all experienced this.

For our learners, each day they spend with us should be focused on meaningful
learning experiences and opportunities to grow. As superintendent, I often focus on
what can be accentuated for students and what needs to be eliminated or dismissed?
We are surrounded by excellent educators, passionate community members and
supportive parents. We need your support and input as we determine what is most
important and compelling for our students and where our focus should be in the years
ahead.

As many of you know, we are developing a district strategic plan that will serve as our
roadmap for the next five years. Please consider joining us as we come together as a
community to plan for our students’ futures. I would offer that we can, collectively,
develop a plan that ensures our learners are skilled problem solvers that are prepared
for the futures they choose. Please click HERE to let us know you are interested in
joining the Strategic Planning process.

Listening Session Notes
On November 30 we held the second in a series of listening sessions with our families.
We had an excellent discussion of what is working well for their children and what
concerns they have. Please click HERE the link to review our notes from that evening.
Our next meeting will be on February 22 at 6 p.m.

NEW! Board Briefing

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegN-cOAuQt7sUkRHTo1owMAK12t184082zumI8KxJbbfgMrQ/viewform
https://p19cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_588437/File/Superintendent/11.30.21%20Listening%20Session%20Q%20and%20A.docx.pdf


In an effort to create better communication and awareness about school board
meetings, topics discussed and upcoming events, we have decided to publish a Board
Briefing following each regular board meeting. Board Briefing will be posted to the
district website as well as linked to the Friday Family Message.

Saturday is the day!
Join us tomorrow (December 11) for an open house at the new Stanwood High School
and the Church Creek campus, which includes Lincoln Hill High School, Lincoln
Academy and Saratoga School. SHS will be open from 10 a.m. to 12 noon and Church
Creek from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Following a brief opening ceremony in the commons of
each building, they will be open for self-guided tours. The opening ceremonies will be
streamed on the Stanwood-Camano School District YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_hzISKdu83UQ7cVdorQ-Ag

Have a great weekend,
Deborah Rumbaugh, Ed.D.
Superintendent

https://p19cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_588437/File/School%20Board/Board%20Briefing/12.7.21%20Board%20Briefing%20Newsletter.pdf
https://p19cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_588437/File/School%20Board/Board%20Briefing/12.7.21%20Board%20Briefing%20Newsletter.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_hzISKdu83UQ7cVdorQ-Ag

